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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-4 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US PGPUB No. 2005/01 19672 to Benchetrit (Benchetrit) in view of US Patent No. 
6,676,674 to Dudai (Dudai). 

In Reference to Claims 1-4 and 7: 

Benchetrit teaches: 

A surgically implantable adjustable ring (1 , Fig. 1 ) for constricting a tubular 
organ, the adjustable ring comprising: an open ring body (1, Fig. 1) having 
closure system including a first and a second end parts (3, 4, Fig. 1), the open 
ring body being designed to be closed around the tubular organ; the closure 
system constricting the tubular organ by closing the ring and forming the ring into 
a loop; and the first end part (3, Fig. 1) including a sleeve (5A, Fig. 1) having a 
first and a second portions (front and back of sleeve, Fig. 1 ), the sleeve being 
designed to receive the second end part (4, Fig. 2), the sleeve being disposed in 
a substantially perpendicular direction in relation to the direction of the first end 
part (Fig. 1), the second part (4, Fig. 1) comprising a locking protrusion (6, Fig 1). 
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The first end part (3, Fig. 1) comprising a reinforcement structure (11, Fig. 

1) - 

A tab (1 1 , Fig. 2) extending from the second portion of the sleeve (5A, Fig. 

2) . 

The reinforcement structure comprises a flange (11, Fig. 1 ) disposed 
transversally to the external perimeter of the ring (1 , Fig. 1 ) 
Benchetrit fails to teach: 

A locking protrusion adapted to engage an aperture in the sleeve, thereby 
securing the ring in a closed position in Claim 1 . 

The second portion of the sleeve contains the aperture, and wherein the 
second portion of the sleeve partially overlaps the second part when the ring is in 
the closed position in Claim 2. 
Dudai teaches: 

A locking protrusion (16, Fig. 3A) adapted to engage an aperture (18, Fig. 
3A) in the sleeve, thereby securing the ring in a closed position. 

The second portion of the sleeve (the side of hole 18 that first contact with 
16, Fig. 3A) contains the aperture (18, Fig. 3A) and wherein the second portion of 
the sleeve partially overlaps (Fig. 3B) the second end part (1 A, Fig. 3B) when the 
ring is in the closed position. 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to employ the latching mechanism of Dudai into Benchetrit in order to enhance locking 
means for the gastric band. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 5-6 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. US PGPUB No. 2007/0015956 to Crawford et al. teaches a 
latching device for gastric band. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SON DANG whose telephone number is (571)270-5809. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM EDT. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jackie Ho can be reached on 571-272-4696. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

SD 

/(Jackie) Tan-Uyen T. Ho/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3773 



